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Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 6, because 
Spring Starts Here in Downtown Shawnee! 
The annual downtown open house is getting an 

overhaul this year with even more opportunities to draw in 
potential customers. 
 The Spring Starts Here event is from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. and will continue to include business open houses, the 
farmers’ market, food trucks, sidewalk chalk for kids and 
a volunteer beautification project. Businesses are welcome 
to host sidewalk sales, cook outside or host additional 
activities outside. 
 We are adding new features this year including a 
children’s bounce house, mini car show, scavenger hunt, 
window paintings and an opportunity to host a small 
carnival game at your business. 
 The scavenger hunt is replacing the previous punch card 
promotion. Each business that signs up to participate in the 
open house event will be included in the scavenger hunt. 
Guests will be required to visit businesses and locate an 
item or complete a task to receive a sign-off on their activity 
map. City staff will work with businesses to determine 
what their scavenger hunt item/task will be. “Shawnee 
Rocks,” little pieces of artwork painted on rocks hidden 
around downtown, will also be included in the scavenger 
hunt contest. Those visitors that complete a certain number 
of the scavenger hunt items will be eligible to win prizes. 

 Six carnival games have been reserved for the event. The 
cost to host a game at your business is $65 which includes 
the game, booth, delivery, haul away and approximately 
250 various small prizes for children. Your business will 
be responsible for operating the game and any associated 
giveaways during the event. If you would like to reserve 
a carnival game, please select which three of six games 
you prefer on the form located inside this mailing. The 
reservation fee should be paid to the City of Shawnee by 
April 7. 
 We appreciate all of the businesses that hosted an open 
house last year and are asking you to do it again. Please 
plan to host a business open house on Saturday, May 6. 
Please plan to be open during the hours of the event. If you 
know that you would like to participate in the event, fill 
out the form located inside this mailing and return it to the 
Planning Department by Friday, April 7. You do not want 
to miss the opportunity!
 Additionally, we will be incorporating more social 
media promotions and event activities this year. Be sure to 
follow the Shawnee Downtown Partnership on Facebook 
to stay up to date. We encourage your business to share 
information about the event through social media and word 
of mouth. 
If you have questions, contact Lauren Grashoff at 742-6226 
or lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org.

Spring Starts Here – Downtown Open House

 As a downtown business owner, you should be aware of the Neighborhood Revitalization Area tax rebate incentive 
available to you. This program is available to property owners that make improvements to their property that result in 
a least a $5,000 increase in the appraised value. Owners are then eligible for a rebate of 90% of the eligible taxes paid 
on the improved value for 10 years. The remaining 10% of the taxes paid on the improved value are placed in a special 
fund to make improvements in the downtown area. 
 This program has seen great success over the past 13 years. If you are thinking about making any improvements to 
your property, this incentive may be right for you. To find out more contact Lauren Grashoff at 742-6226, or visit the 
City’s website at www.cityofshawnee.org. 

Neighborhood Revitalization Area Tax Rebates Program (KNRA)



Please return this flyer by FRIDAY, April 7th

• e-mail lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org; or
• call (913) 742-6226; or
• fax this page after completing the form below to (913) 631-7351

Check all that apply:
 
____  I will hold an open house and participate in the scavenger hunt on Saturday, May 6th

     
     My business hours will be:  ____________________________________________________

____  I will offer the following specials or promotions (will be included in marketing materials)

____  I would like to host a carnival game ($65 fee). Select top 3 games choices (1, 2, 3) 

Business:  _____________________________ Contact Name:  _________________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:  _____________________ E-mail Address:  ____________________________

Shawnee Downtown Partnership
Chairperson

Mike Unterreiner, Hartman Hardware

Vice Chairperson
Chris Calkins, Calkins Electric Supply

Elaine Copp Mattes Appraisal
Scott Harvey, DC Back in Motion
Linda Leeper Chamber of Commerce
Jeff Vaught The Vaught Group
Steven Wise Planning Commission
Connie Harrell The Doll Cradle
Christine Alexander Resident
Michelle Distler Mayor
Eric Jenkins Councilmember
Carol Gonzales City Manager
Paul Chaffee Planning Director
Lauren Grashoff Neighborhood Planner
Mike VanLandingham President

Downtown Leadership Program
 Earlier this year, the City launched the new Downtown Shawnee Leadership Program. An immersive three session 
course for downtown stakeholders. The program offers a great opportunity to become more knowledgeable and 
engaged with downtown Shawnee, network with the business community, strengthen relationships and learn about the 
opportunities for leaders to help the area thrive.
The enthusiastic group of downtown leaders include:

• Sonya Buhlmann – Great Western Bank
• Marisa Butler – Burdolski Auto Werks
• Jeff Calkins – Calkins Electric Supply Co., Inc.
• Brett Chapin – Chapin Law Firm
• Kristen Chapin – Chapin Law Firm
• Elaine Copp – Mattes Appraisals 
• Tamara Hudson – Encore
• Deleah Jenkins – Church Funeral Associates
• Matt Lowe – Calkins Electric Supply Co., Inc.
• Kathy Peterson – Heartland Seating
• Mitzi Ryburn – Mitzi Ryburn Agency – State Farm Insurance
• Elisabet Thompson – Great Western Bank

 The first class was held in February and began with a brief history of downtown Shawnee from the 1830s to early 
2000s. Everyone shared their favorite memories of downtown Shawnee, and it was very clear that the rich history and 
close sense of community that downtown Shawnee offers is an asset. 
 The second class in March focuses on more recent revitalization efforts downtown, and business resources and 
incentives available through the Chamber of Commerce and City. The final class in April will look at upcoming corridor 
projects, discussion about the future of downtown Shawnee, and the opportunities available to stay connected.
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G O O D  T I M E S S T A R T  H E R E
 Join us on Saturday, April 1, for a free Healthy 
Yards Expo. The Expo will take place at the Shawnee 
Civic Centre from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Come 
learn about good maintenance practices for your 
lawn and FREE soil testing. For more information 
on the Johnson County Healthy Yards Expo, visit  
www.johnson.ksu.edu or call 715-7000.

Healthy Yards Expo

May - October

Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m
City Hall Parking Lot

Let’s Get Ready To Roll!
 Join the Friends of Shawnee Town as we celebrate 
Shawnee Town 1929 and kick off the 10th Annual 
Tomato Roll Fundraiser with an evening of drinks, 
hors d’oeuvres and surprises! The event is scheduled 
for Wednesday, May 31, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Shawnee Town Gazebo located at 11501 W. 57th 
Street. Call Royal Krueger at 248-2360 to buy your 
ticket today or get information on sponsoring this fun 
event! The Tomato Roll will take place on Saturday, 
June 3rd, on the corner of Johnson Drive and Nieman 
just before the start of the Old Shawnee Days Parade! 
Purchase your “tomatoes” today. You can get two balls 
for $5 or 10 balls for $20. There are prizes for 1st, 2nd 
& 3rd place!

Visit Shawnee Town 1929
 Shawnee Town 1929 opened for the season on Wednesday, 
March 1. We will be open for tours, student groups and tons 
of other fun Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. through the end of October. Shawnee Town 1929 
has lots of exciting classes, programs and special events 
lined up for this season! Be sure to visit our website at www.
shawneetown.org and Shawnee Town 1929 on Facebook for 
the most up-to-date information. 

Save the Date!
June 30  5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  Stump Park

www.oldshawneedays.org

Thursday, June 1 - Sunday, June 4
Shawnee Town 1929 • 11600 Johnson Drive, Shawnee Kansas

FESTIVAL HOURS
Thursday 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

(carnival, concert & food booths only)
Friday 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Parade at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.



G O O D  T I M E S S T A R T  H E R E
 Join us on Saturday, April 1, for a free Healthy 
Yards Expo. The Expo will take place at the Shawnee 
Civic Centre from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Come 
learn about good maintenance practices for your 
lawn and FREE soil testing. For more information 
on the Johnson County Healthy Yards Expo, visit  
www.johnson.ksu.edu or call 715-7000.

Healthy Yards Expo

May - October

Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m
City Hall Parking Lot

Let’s Get Ready To Roll!
 Join the Friends of Shawnee Town as we celebrate 
Shawnee Town 1929 and kick off the 10th Annual 
Tomato Roll Fundraiser with an evening of drinks, 
hors d’oeuvres and surprises! The event is scheduled 
for Wednesday, May 31, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Shawnee Town Gazebo located at 11501 W. 57th 
Street. Call Royal Krueger at 248-2360 to buy your 
ticket today or get information on sponsoring this fun 
event! The Tomato Roll will take place on Saturday, 
June 3rd, on the corner of Johnson Drive and Nieman 
just before the start of the Old Shawnee Days Parade! 
Purchase your “tomatoes” today. You can get two balls 
for $5 or 10 balls for $20. There are prizes for 1st, 2nd 
& 3rd place!

Visit Shawnee Town 1929
 Shawnee Town 1929 opened for the season on Wednesday, 
March 1. We will be open for tours, student groups and tons 
of other fun Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. through the end of October. Shawnee Town 1929 
has lots of exciting classes, programs and special events 
lined up for this season! Be sure to visit our website at www.
shawneetown.org and Shawnee Town 1929 on Facebook for 
the most up-to-date information. 

Save the Date!
June 30  5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  Stump Park

www.oldshawneedays.org

Thursday, June 1 - Sunday, June 4
Shawnee Town 1929 • 11600 Johnson Drive, Shawnee Kansas

FESTIVAL HOURS
Thursday 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

(carnival, concert & food booths only)
Friday 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Parade at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.



Downtown Improvement Grants
 Don’t forget that the City offers grants for 
eligible improvement projects. Two of five of the 
$5,000 grants are still available requiring at least 
$10,000 of exterior improvements to be completed. 
There are an unlimited number of $2,000 grants 
available for work totaling at least $5,000. The 
grants are awarded as a reimbursement for actual 
costs for architectural services, constructions costs, 
materials costs and/or new construction. This is 
a great way to help make some upgrades to your 
property. 
 The City also offers $2,500 grants to business 
owners who complete at least $5,000 in permanent 
tenant finish improvements to the interior of their 
building. 
 Plan ahead for the busy spring construction 
season by completing your application today. 
Applications for the grants are available on the 
Downtown Partnership’s web page on the City’s 
website or in the Planning Department at City Hall. 
For more information contact Lauren Grashoff at 
742-6226 or lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org. 

DOWNTOWN BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT

Casa Latina
Phone: (913) 248-4411
Address: 11200 Johnson Drive
Hours: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
About: The newest restaurant to open in downtown Shawnee is 
Casa Latina. Casa Latina offers Latin American food, including 
Peruvian, Colombian, Mexican and Venezuelan foods. They 
serve breakfast, lunch and dinner. Casa Latina offers more than 
just food! The restaurant is also home to live music and karaoke 
almost weekly. You can check them out on Facebook for more 
information about upcoming events.

The line into the recycling event will be cut off at 11:00 a.m. 
All vehicles in the parking lot at 11:00 a.m. will have their items collected.

Donations will help off-set costs of the event and the remaining donations will go to the Shawnee Mayor’s Christmas Tree 
Fund and the Merriam Parks, Recreation, and Community Center Foundation.

Thanks to our partners: City of Merriam, PROSHRED, Surplus Exchange, Johnson County Household Hazardous Waste

Electronics Recycling
Recycle CRT monitors - $20
CRT, DLP, Rear Projection, and Wood Console TV's - $20

Bike Collection
Used bikes will be refurbished and given to 
community service organizations.

Latex Paint Collection
Latex paint only
No commercial institutions' paint will be accepted.

Paper Shredding
Regular File Box - Suggested $5 donation per box
Large File Box - Suggested $10 donation per box

Spring Recycling Event •Four Recycling Events • One Great Location
Open to residents of Shawnee and Merriam

April 15, 2017 • 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Lee Jeans Parking Lot (67th & Lee Drive, Merriam, Kansas)

 Progress continues on the Nieman Now! projects. The four stormwater projects and one road project are in 
varying phases of design and construction. The project teams are working together with input from affected property 
owners and utilities to ensure efficiency, thoroughness and overall enhancements to the corridor. Below are updates 
on each of the five projects: 
• The Nieman South stormwater project - Approximately 80% complete. Construction of the new channel has 

progressed allowing for the installation of the new pedestrian bridge across the creek near 62nd Street & Roger 
Road. The necessary sanitary sewer replacements have been completed up to 62nd Street. The reinforced concrete 
box connection to the west tributary has been installed. Storm sewer work on the south side of 62nd Street has been 
completed and curbs and sidewalks have been installed in a portion of 62nd Street. Fencing along the channel is 
also underway. The projected completion date is May 2017.

• 6200 Block of Nieman & Nieman Middle stormwater projects - Final Plans are being put together for these 
projects. Box culverts under Nieman Road will be replaced to alleviate flooding of nearby properties and streets. 
Construction on both projects should start later this summer. A neighborhood meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 4 at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall (11110 Johnson Dr.) to review the proposed final plans. 

• Nieman Road - In February, the City Council Committee decided to construct a trail on the east side of Nieman 
Road as recommended by the Nieman Road Reallocation of Right-of-Way study. A sidewalk will be located on 
the west side of the street. Additionally, the Council Committee chose to include a new entry feature on the north 
side of Shawnee Mission Parkway at Nieman Road. Discussions continue with utilities about the feasibility of 
relocating all utilities underground. Preliminary plans for the consolidation of lanes on Nieman Road are expected 
to be completed in May. Construction will not begin until Spring 2018.

• Nieman North stormwater project - The Nieman North stormwater project is still in the preliminary plan phase. 
Improvements will be made to the existing stormwater drainage channel west of Nieman Road to west of Flint 
Street. In February, the Council Committee chose to add construction of a trail alongside the new channel. Meetings 
with impacted residents will be set up once preliminary plans are received. 

 As the Nieman Now! projects move forward, the City will hold neighborhood meetings to keep everyone up to 
date on how things are progressing and how our residents might be impacted. We will also be regularly updating 
through the City’s social media accounts on Facebook, Twitter and Nextdoor. We also have a special section dedicated 
to Nieman Now with extensive information about every phase of the project online at www.cityofshawnee.org. To 
sign-up to receive email updates about the Nieman Corridor projects click “E-Subscribe” on the City’s website.

NOW!
NIEMAN
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